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the instigation of the captain, who said he had orders to receive me on board and take me to England if that were agreeable to me. I presented myself in good faith. Seated on the deck of the Seller ophon, I was at the fireside of the British people. If, in giving the captain of the Sellerophon orders to receive me and my suite, the government intended to lay an ambush for me, it has forfeited its honor and tarnished its flag. This act once consummated, it will be in vain for the English to boast hereafter of their loyalty, their laws, and their liberty. British faith will have perished in the hospitality of the Seller ophon. I appeal from it to history; she will say that an enemy who had fought the English people for twenty years went of his own accord, when in misfortune, to seek asylum under the protection of their laws. "What more striking proof could he have given of his esteem and confidence? But how did the English respond to such magnanimity? They pretended to extend a hospitable hand to this enemy; and when he had taken it in good faith, they immolated him.                  NAPOLEON.
" On board the Bellerophon.    At sea." What struck Chateaubriand most in this protest was the date  and  the  signature.    "On  board the Sellerophon, at sea.     Napoleon."    "These  are the harmonies of immensity," says the prose-poet.
In going out of Plymouth the Bellerophon had first steered east with a stern breeze. Presently it drew closer to the wind, hugging the shore and cruising